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June - July

Noongar Season
of Fertility

June on Whadjuk Noongar

Boodja means Makuru; the
coldest season of the year.
Here's some of what we’'ve
been up to this season:
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AHCWA Welcomes Two New Executive Managers

AHCWA is excited to announce the appointment of two new Executive Managers.
Their diverse expertise and commitment to Aboriginal health will strengthen our
organisation as we work alongside our Member Services to deliver positive change for

Aboriginal communities across Western Australia.

Jodie Green
Executive Manager
Commissioning & Procurement

AHCWA welcomes Jodie Green as our new
Executive Manager Commissioning and
Procurement. In this newly established
role, Jodie will lead the development of
AHCWA's commissioning and procurement
function, ensuring funding and services are
planned and delivered in line with Member
priorities and community needs.



Melanie Howard

Executive Manager
Workforce Development & Training

AHCWA is pleased to welcome Melanie
Howard as our new Executive Manager
Workforce Development and Training.
Melanie will provide strategic leadership
across workforce development, training
pathways, VET reform and AHCWA's
Registered Training Organisation,
supporting capability building across the
ACCHS and First Nations training sectors.

AHCWA, WA Country Health Service, and The Kids Research Institute Australia have
been awarded a $1 million Future Health Research and Innovation Fund Spotlight
Program grant to develop a coordinated, state-wide action plan through the new END
RHD WA partnership.

Acute rheumatic fever and RHD continue to disproportionately impact Aboriginal
people, despite being preventable and manageable with culturally safe care.
This investment will help reach a future free from RHD.

Read More Here

ACHWA Launches New Health Heroes Campaign



https://www.ahcwa.org.au/2026/06/04/1-million-boost-to-accelerate-elimination-of-rheumatic-heart-disease-in-western-australia/

Introducing Captain Check-Up, Shield Sista, and Aunty Lookout—AHCWA’'s new community
champions, powered by Indigiverse. Our deadly characters have hit the road via bus; tell us
where you've spotted them for your chance to win in a fun competition!

How to play:
1. Find a Health Hero bus in Perth, Geraldton, or Bunbury
2. Snap a photo with it
3. Share it on your social media and tag @ahcwa_hq and @theindigiverse to receive
three entries, or send your photo via DM or email to Zoe.Sullivan@ahcwa.org to

receive one entry

4. Every different bus = an additional entry

5. Once you've entered, you'll be asked to complete a short survey and select which
major prize you’d like to go into the draw to win

Prizes up for grabs:

Captain Checkup Prize: iPad A16

Shield Sista Prize: Nintendo Switch

Aunty Lookout Prize: $500 Baby Bunting gift voucher
Health Heroes Prizes: 10 x $50 gift cards

Competition closes 27 September 2026. Read the terms and conditions here.

ACCHS Clinicians' Handbook Now Available


https://www.instagram.com/p/DaJ8oC8kgt8/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
mailto:Zoe.Sullivan@ahcwa.org
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Health-Heroes-Bus-Spotting-Giveaway-%E2%80%93-Terms-and-Conditions-1.pdf

Aboriginal Community
Controlled Health Services

A Handbook
for Clinicians

Last updated 28 January 2026

AHCWA and NACCHO have developed a new practical handbook for clinicians
working in Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services. A go-to guide for
navigating the Sector with confidence to deliver culturally safe, holistic care from day
one. Afillable version for national use is also available for download and adaptation.
Download the ACCHS Clinicians’ Handbook here.

Introducing the WA ACCHS Social & Emotional
Wellbeing Sector Conference 2026

This September, the first annual WA ACCHS Social & Emotional Wellbeing Sector
Conference 2026 brings together Aboriginal SEWB practitioners, program leads,
cultural leaders and sector partners to mark the close of the WA ACCHS SEWB Pilot

Program and explore future opportunities for community-led SEWB service delivery
across WA.

Dates: Wednesday 30 September — Thursday 1 October 2026
Venue: Pan Pacific Perth


https://www.ahcwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/AHCWA_ACCHSCliniciansHandbook.pdf

Important: Attendance at this event is by invitation only.

Find out more about our SEWB program here.

Thank you to all the generous supporters of our Ngalla Bidi Bursary Fund who
purchased our Ngalla Bidi socks, donated, and supported our campaign. Every dollar
raised helps provide scholarships to Aboriginal medical students to attend PRIDoC,
creating pathways for the next generation of Indigenous doctors. Thanks to the
generosity of our Sector and supporters, we have already raised $53,000!

If you would like to donate, head to our website here or purchase your own socks by
visiting the AHCWA office. Don't forget to tag us in your #sockselfie on social media!
Keep an eye out for bursary applications coming soon.

Ear Health | Simon Says: Let's Talk About
Speech Therapy & Newborn Screening


https://www.ahcwa.org.au/sector-support/social-and-emotional-wellbeing/
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/ngalla-bidi/

Simon Says

Let's learn about speech
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The latest animation in the Simon Says series is now available on YouTube. Click play
to watch it now.

The new Simon Says booklet, Hear Their Future, Support Your Baby's Future with a
Newborn Hearing Test, is also now available here. This resource delivers a strong
message to communities about the importance of ensuring every newborn has a
hearing test soon after birth, supporting early detection and better ear health outcomes
for babies and families.

Get Diphtheria Outta Here: Health Promotion
Resources

Outta Here!

Cough & sneeze
into your elbow
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Keep wounds
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AHCWA is expressing urgent concern regarding the resurgence diphtheria
in regional Western Australia. We have developed resources to assist with
preparing and responding to diphtheria in your ACCHS.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zv3zPCjSFo&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zv3zPCjSFo&t=1s
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/EarHealth_SimonSays_Vol9_NewBornScreening_JUL26_proof-6.pdf

Please download and share the resources below.

Resources

Kimberley Ear Health Education Forum

Supported by

e

Two sessions available; o
THURSDAY 20 AUGUST 2026 (Mob only session)

FRIDAY 21 AUGUST 2026
8.30am-4.30pm, followed by a Networking Sundawner.

Y g
rf%m{fthe sessions

These education sesslons are presented by Kimberley Health Professionals Network
on behalf of the Kimberley Ear Health CoordInating Panel (a subgroup of the Kimberley
Aborlginal Health Planning Forum) and Rural Health West.

T3

Weinvite all health professionalswho areinterested in ear and hearing health to attend,

Professor Kelvin ong AN isa proud Worimi man truly delighted to be spending imein the
Kimberley — a region he has held close to his heart for decades through ongoing outreach work,

felvin is an experienced Gtolaryngology, Head and Meck Surgeon (an ENT specialist), and his career
reflects a commitment to healing and learning across many areas— including clinical rasearch,
medical education, general medicine and surgery, paediatrics, health policy, and Indigenous education.

Dr Jafri kuthubutheen is the WA Country Health Service ENT Clinical Lead for the Kimberley Region, Heis a Clinical Professor
with the University of Western Australia and works as a Consultant Otology and ENT surgaon at the Parth Children’s Hospital
and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.

For further information regarding this forum please email: sara,hennessy @ruralhw.com.au

Rural Haalth Westis proud to dalivarthis community education initistive throughfunding fom the Australian Govemmant bepart mantof Health, Disability and Ageing.

Immunisation | Upcoming AHCWA Webinars


https://www.ahcwa.org.au/2026/03/06/diphtheria/
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RSV vaccination for older people

Dates: Wednesday 22 July 2026 11.00am to 12.00pm AWST
Thursday 23 July 2026 4.00pm to 5.00pm AWST

In partnership with Benchmarque Group, AHCWA is hosting two
information webinars that explore the new Respiratory Syncytial
Virus (RSV) vaccination program for older adults.

The sessions are delivered live and will provide an overview

of RSV disease burden in older Australians, key clinical
considerations, addressing common questions, and integrating
RSV vaccination into routine preventive care.

Thank You to Our 2026 WA ACCHS Conference
Sponsors

We are proud to recognise sponsors of this year's WA ACCHS Conference on 20-21
May, and Aboriginal Youth Conference on 18 May 2026. Their commitment to our
Sector helps us bring together the brightest minds and boldest ideas, and facilitate the
most impactful conversations. Thank you to all our sponsors for your leadership and
dedication to advancing the work we do.

Platinum Sponsors

’W‘ Department of
Health

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA



Click Here

To Find Out More

+

Australian
Red Cross

Lifeblood®

Click Here

To Find Out More

Gold Sponsor
EW‘?H Government of Western Australia
}. WA Country Health Service

Click Here

To Find Out More

Silver Sponsors

52 JCTS

JOINT COLLEGES TRAINING SERVICES

Click Here

To Find Out More

il Hearing Australia

Click Here
To Find Out More

kimberley

i
' %‘;’“s PHARMACY SERVICES

Click Here
To Find Out More

LOCKTON


https://www.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/Department-of-Health/Public-Health
https://www.lifeblood.com.au/
https://www.wacountry.health.wa.gov.au/
https://www.jcts.org.au/
https://www.hearing.com.au/
https://www.kimberleypharmacyservices.com.au/

Click Here

To Find Out More
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Click Here

To Find Out More

Coffee Cart Sponsor

AP KAMS

—' Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Ltd

Click Here

To Find Out More

Employment Opportunities at AHCWA

AHCWA is currently advertising for new positions, including:

o Sexual Health and BBV Program Officer

Find the full list of AHCWA's current vacancies here.

AHCWA Courses and Training Programs

Actively responding to the needs of our Member Services, AHCWA offers a series of
courses and training opportunities.

The following courses and training opportunities are currently available:

Ear Health Training

Immunisation Training
The Birds and the BBVs
* Young_ Leaders Training



https://global.lockton.com/au/en
https://www.marketcreations.com.au/
https://www.integratedict.com.au/
https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/
https://kams.org.au/
https://applynow.net.au/jobs/AHCWA1348-sexual-health-and-bbv-program-officer
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F8gzk9.r.a.d.sendibm1.com%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGSsDE1M1M5SI6pMViSq%2FjRuLuda-YrwI&data=05%7C02%7Ckim.kirkman%40ahcwa.org%7C0f9d47f4577244c9dedc08dc9a30fe41%7Cc0a61b88c4a54ece8a71133a63bde0e5%7C0%7C0%7C638554782443686853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ekvJnlpHV9lriyh9p4OoEgTOy1m8Uc5AWji2CbxYpcA%3D&reserved=0
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/20fad048f6284f408122397fccfec4fa
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/education-training/immunisation/
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/education-training/sexual-health/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F8gzk9.r.a.d.sendibm1.com%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGnSZeUDYqXuZajaQcDc%2FyZEdetWNtV3U&data=05%7C02%7Ckim.kirkman%40ahcwa.org%7C0f9d47f4577244c9dedc08dc9a30fe41%7Cc0a61b88c4a54ece8a71133a63bde0e5%7C0%7C0%7C638554782443699150%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HamjV%2FhzyQOLpwJtfLD0oVyyez%2B8S7y4HtO0EHb2WyQ%3D&reserved=0

o Eldercare Support Program

Call (08) 9227 1631 to book or click here to find out more.

Compliments & Suggestions

Do you have feedback you’d like to share with us? Compliments, suggestions, and
complaints can be submitted directly to our Quality and Compliance Officer here, or
through the feedback tab on the contact section of our website here.

Want to hear more from us? Follow us on Facebook, Linkedln, and Instagram or

share this bulletin with a friend.

Did a friend forward you this email? You can sign up to receive our newsletters
here.
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https://www.ahcwa.org.au/education-training/eldercare-support-program/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F8gzk9.r.a.d.sendibm1.com%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeG1S3hBpSBmvSjDWY9Qq%2FHFSAm13-iEEc&data=05%7C02%7Ckim.kirkman%40ahcwa.org%7C0f9d47f4577244c9dedc08dc9a30fe41%7Cc0a61b88c4a54ece8a71133a63bde0e5%7C0%7C0%7C638554782443711688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7DbAiNtLaLV1RM8tgiUlls6wceiOTj12ygk455l9AfY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Ursula.James@ahcwa.org
https://www.ahcwa.org.au/contact-us/
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