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PO Box 8493, Stirling Street, PERTH WA 6849


…..MEDIA ALERT…..

WEDNESDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2009 AT 11.15am IN NARROGIN

Aboriginal groups eagerly await State Government funding commitment to address Narrogin suicide crisis

The Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia (AHCWA) is eagerly awaiting a funding commitment that will confront the escalating suicide crisis in Narrogin.

On Wednesday 4 February 2009 at 11.15am, around 50 Aboriginal Community leaders from around the State will gather in Narrogin following notification that the WA Health Minister, Dr Kim Hames and Mental Health Minister Dr Graham Jacobs, are meeting with local Aboriginal groups, leaders and their families at the John Higgins Community Centre, Clayton Rd.

AHCWA Chairperson Henry Councillor and CEO Darryl Kickett are expecting the Minister to announce funding for an integrated response to the Narrogin Aboriginal Suicide Crisis. This follows the Ministers being presented with a proposal from the Narrogin Aboriginal Community and WA Country Health Service that recommends full funding for an Aboriginal Community Controlled Health and Wellbeing model that provides much needed support to individuals, family and community groups.

“Along with the Narrogin Aboriginal Community Reference Group, and Kaata-Koorliny Employment Enterprise Development Aboriginal Corporation (KEEDAC), AHCWA expects the State Government to commit much needed funds to establish the funding proposal model put together over the past three months by the Narrogin Aboriginal Community, in partnership with the Health Department, ourselves and Aboriginal psychologist Darrell Henry,” Mr Kickett said.

“The model focuses on building capacity and strength for healing through Culture and Aboriginal ownership, and then integrates referral pathways with the Government and other mainstream services. 

“The proposal incorporates a Narrogin Aboriginal Community Controlled Men’s Crisis Accommodation Centre and Counseling service, and both are mutually dependant. This model is already working, in part with Aboriginal Community volunteer services, and through funding from Oxfam and that expires in February.

“The model could be a benchmark for use by Aboriginal Medical Services across the State to support healing processes and promote health and wellbeing of Aboriginal families.

“We believe the State Government has been forward thinking about the crisis by funding the three month proposal development process, and we certainly hope they have made a positive decision to completely fund both aspects of this Narrogin Aboriginal Community supported proposal. If funding is not imminent, the current Aboriginal Community psychology and healing processes, originally funded by Oxfam, will be cut off and the Community will be left without any Aboriginal led, culturally secure grief and trauma healing service.

“The suicide crisis has continued since the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner and Race Discrimination Commissioner Tom Calma’s visit to Narrogin in October 2008. There have been suicide attempts and threats, as well as hospitalisations each week, placing unprecedented pressure on local health staff, Police and community members.”

Oxfam Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples Program coordinator Lisa Briggs said Oxfam were compelled to offer humanitarian funding to the Narrogin Aboriginal Community in a time of crisis and will continue to support the Community in approaches to Government.

The following local and State wide Aboriginal leaders and supporting groups will be present at the meeting with the Minister:

· Elders of Narrogin Aboriginal Community

· Aboriginal Medical Service representatives from across the State

· Narrogin Aboriginal Community Reference Group

· KEEDAC DIRECTORS/CEO

· AHCWA Board Members and Staff

· Aboriginal Psychologist Darrell Henry

· Oxfam.

Spokespersons will include:

· Darryl Kickett, CEO AHCWA

· Henry Councillor, Chairperson of AHCWA

· Arthur Slater, Chairperson of KEEDAC

· Darrell Henry, Aboriginal Community Psychologist

· Lisa Briggs, Oxfam Australia

· Priscilla Kickett, Chairperson of the Narrogin Aboriginal Community Reference Group.

INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS, GROUPS AND SPOKESPEOPLE CAN BE ARRANGED ON THE DAY IN NARROGIN AND WILL BE HELD AFTER THE MINISTER’S ADDRESS AT THE JOHN HIGGINS COMMUNITY CENTRE- CLAYTON ROAD NARROGIN

FOR COMMENT PRIOR TO WEDNESDAY’S EXPECTED ANNOUNCEMENT, PLEASE CONTACT:

· Darryl Kickett, Chief Executive, Aboriginal Health Council of WA: 0417 984 581

· Henry Councillor, Chair, Aboriginal Health Council of WA: 0417 929 422

· Rob Ruyter, Chief Executive, KEEDAC: 08 9881 6666

· Oxfam A&TSI Peoples Program Coordinator, Lisa Briggs: 03 9289 9444

· National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner and Race Discrimination Commissioner, Media Office. 

· Priscilla Kickett, Chairperson of the Narrogin Aboriginal Community Reference Group: 

08 9881 6666

Further Information: 

Lexie Morton, Regional Development Officer, Aboriginal Health Council of WA: 0410 479 979 (mobile)

Carolyn Walker: 043 998 6977

Date:  2 February 2009

Email: admin@ahcwa.org  Web site: www.ahcwa.org
ABN: 48 114 220 478   Tel: (08) 9227 1631   Fax: (08) 9228 1099


